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This year is the first year that we have a Preparatory Class at ENKA schools. This programme gives students the opportunity to really focus their energy and attention on the development of their English skills by attending 22 hours of English per week. The programme focuses heavily on the development of grammar, vocabulary, reading and writing skills. The Preparatory Class is set between Grades 8 and 9, so that students ensure that they have the necessary English skill set to cope with learning Science and Mathematics in English. Although this is of immediate concern to parents who have students in 8th grade at the moment, it is worthwhile for all middle school student parents to be aware of the programme and process that will affect their children in 1 to 2 years time. 
At the end of Grade 8 all ENKA students will sit an English Proficiency Examination to test their English skill and ability. The examination is set at an intermediate to upper-intermediate level of English and comprises of 4 sections, reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Students who score 55/100 or higher in this examination will pass directly on to 9th grade. Those students who score less than 55/100 will be offered a place in the Preparatory Year, in order to practice and develop their English skills.
Alternatively, if for some reason your child is not able to be in school to take the school’s English Proficiency examination during June or August of the academic year; your child may take the “Cambridge First Certificate for Schools” external examination instead. A passing grade (C grade or higher) will be accepted as proof that your child is ready to enter in to 9th grade. The result of this exam must be given to the Grade 6 to 12 English Coordinator before the first day of school for the 2012-2013 academic year. For information about registration for the FCE for school exams please take a look at the British Council web page: http://www.britishcouncil.org/turkey-learning-exams-cambridge-esol-fce-cae-cpe-registration.htm
This year, grade 8 students will take a practice examination in October. This will allow students to have an idea of their level and how well they will do on the English Proficiency examination at the end of the academic year. The official examination will be held at the end of May or early June of 2012. Any student who does not pass the examination will be offered the choice of re-taking the examination around the end of August 2012. This will give students the opportunity to spend an intensive summer holiday studying and focusing on English to pass the examination and also prepare for Grade 9.
The practice examination results will be shared with you in November, this will give you and students an idea of areas that need to be focused on and developed throughout the rest of the academic year. Students have the responsibility to improve and focus on their English skills during the middle school years. Students will need to:
· Listen to the teacher and participate actively in class

· Ask questions and for clarification when they are unsure or do not understand

· Always strive to achieve their personal best

· Complete all given tasks both in class and at home

· Complete projects and performance tasks

· Focus on the development of writing (in class)

· Read challenging books in English in their own time – we have a wealth of resources in the school library

· Attend study periods with his/her teacher when the teacher requests to see him/her

Those students who do not pass the practice examination this year, will be offered some additional support by their English teachers. They will be offered the opportunity to attend study periods after school or during break times, and also teachers may suggest additional study materials to work with at home. From January onwards it will be possible for an English teacher to work with small groups of 8th grade students during English class time to work on specific reading and writing skills also.
Some recommendations for extra study materials are:

Longman Integrated Skills Series

Boost! Reading Levels 1 to 4

Boost! Writing Levels 1 to 4

Boost! Speaking Levels 1 to 4

Boost! Listening Levels 1 to 4

Boost! Grammar Levels 1 to 4

Boost! Vocabulary Levels 1 to 4

Reading and Vocabulary Development Series

Facts and Figures 1 – ISBN 978-1-4130-0445-8

Thoughts and Notions 2 – ISBN 1-4130-0446-6

Cause and Effect 3 – ISBN 1-4130-0447-4

Concepts and Comments 4 – ISBN 1-4130-0448-2
These books will be made available through ENKA Store in the coming weeks.
Should you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact your child’s English teacher or Nurcan Uysal, who will be standing in for Figen Sönmez while she is away on maternity leave.

Sincerely,

Figen Sönmez






Erkan Gültekin

6-12 English Coordinator




High School Principal
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